
An essential resource for the 
eighteenth-century research 
community
Voltaire (1694–1778) is one of the greatest French
writers, and an iconic presence in European
culture. He is one of the most powerful emblems of
those Enlightenment values – rationalism, freedom
of speech, tolerance – which retain their importance
in the twenty-first century.

The Oxford edition arranges Voltaire’s writings in the 
chronological order of their composition, and opens out their 
literary, historical and political contexts in a way which no 
thematic presentation can match.

Each text is accompanied by a bibliography of editions and 
full variants, together with an introduction and comprehensive 
annotation: Voltaire’s true text is revealed for the first time.

‘The magnificent edition of Voltaire’s “Complete Works” is
nearing completion ... we salute with admiration a great
enterprise in the service of interdisciplinary historical research:
a monument of erudition and critical thinking, worthy of
the author.’
Antony McKenna, La Lettre clandestine, 2018

‘The Oxford-based “Complete Works of Voltaire”, a well
established and well respected series that is a standard 
purchase for any university library where there is an 
interest in the eighteenth-century.’  
Arts & Humanities Research Council

The Oxford edition of the Complete works (Œuvres complètes
de Voltaire), published by the Voltaire Foundation is the first ever
complete critical edition of Voltaire’s writings. When complete in
2022 it will comprise 205 volumes.
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